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as much as possible in the background. Sun-
days are the worst days, for he is not sure whether
he has the right to leave the farm,, and in the
house is he too much in sight. After breakfast
is over and working boots have been duly tarred,
the other men go out into the village, leaving
Jussi alone in the Sunday silence of the living-
room, disturbed only by the visits at long in-
tervals of a lame pauper. All he can think of
to do are infantile tests of skill intended to test
the capacities of little children, and in the
circumstances he can work up no interest in
them; he merely does them because there is
nothing else to do. The mistress comes from
her own part of the house to see whether the
living-room has been properly swept and the
sheets changed on the beds. On her departure
she absently orders Jussi to take a book and read,
speaking with her face turned away simply
because she feels that she has to say something.

By the time Christmas was near, Jussi knew
that he was not to be sent away that year at any
rate. The Christmas holidays seemed intermin-
able. On one of the minor festival days students
from the capital give a play in the church
village. The master and mistress of Tuorila
drive there behind tinkling sleigh-bells. In their
absence Jussi breaks into song in the living-room
and tries a few polka-steps. Later in the day
he sets out boldly for a neighbouring farm,